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REVIEW OF RESTORATION ACTIVITIES

The Alcona County Historical Society, with financial assis-
tance from the Michigan Coastal Management Program, administered
by the Land Resource Programs Division of the Department of Natu-
ral Resources, was able to complete several importént restoration
tasks at the Sturgeon Point Lighthouse property. These accomplish-
ments have greatly enhanced the educational and interpretive op-
portunities offered to visitors of this historical maritime facil-
ity. The following narrative describes the specific tasks that
have been undertaken during the last year as a result of this pro-
ject and Coastal Program grant dollars. '

The Marine Reading Room N

The Alcona County Historical Society purchased the necessary
lumber material and constructed a wooden bookcase in the Marine
Reading Room. The bookcase is mounted on the wall, is nine feet
long and contains three shelves. This shelving is being used to
store books and other literature about the history of the develop-
ment of the Great Lakes, a couple of small artifacts of local
maritime significance and old photographs. It is expected that as
the library material is enlarge&, space on the bookcase will be
used to house the additional books, thereby replacing these other
items.

The Society also constructed a wooden reading table and benches
of early design. The table is three feet wide and five feet long
and is located in the center of the reading room. The benches are
the same length as the table and have been stained and ﬁinished to

match the bookcase.
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Outdoor Historical Interpretive Displays

The Society poured six concrete slabs in various locations
around the lighthouse and living quarters to be used to mount
maritime artifacts donated by individuals and/or private corpo-
rations. The concrete slabs are six inches thick and have dimen-
sions of six feet by six feet. They are situated on the perimeter
of the grounds Eo the west and north of the living gquarters. The
wooden rudder from the vessel '"Marine City'" is mounted on one of
these slabs directly behind (to the west) of the living quarters
and can be easily observed by visitors either before entering the
lighthouse structure or after exiting the building. The Historical
Society also has in its possession a steam winch and mooring bits
which will be mounted eatwo other slabs very soon. The remaining
artifacts to be placed on display include an old anchor, an early
radar housing unit, and a steam donkey engine.

Highway Signage

Six metal highway signs were purchased and installed at var-
ious key points along a state trunkline and county roads to direct
traffic to the 1ighthoﬁse site. The signs identify the Sturgeon
Point Lighthouse and provides a. directional arrow to allow inte-
rested travelers the opportunity to be guided to the site. The
wording on the signs read: 'Sturgeon Point Lighthouse Marine
Museum'. Two signs are situated along Highway US-23, directing
northbound traffic from Harrisville to the lighthouse via Lake
Shore Drive coming from the south. The second sign along US-23
is located just north of the US-23 and Alcona Road intersection,
directing southbound traffic coming from the north to the light-

house via Alcona Road. There is a third sign to direct traffic



from Alcona Road into Lake Shore Drive, thereby allowing this
traffic to reach its destination from the north. There are two
signs at the corner of Lake Shore Drive and éturgeon Point Rd.,
one each for both north and southbound traffic. The last sign is
located at the end of Sturgeon Point Road where it meets the

shore of Lake Huron, directing visitors to the parking lot for the
Sturgeon Point Lighthouse property.

The signs have white lettering on a blue background and are
maintained by arrangement with the Alcona County Road Commission.
The‘Road Commission removes the signs in the fall after the light-
house closes for the season, stores them during the winter months
and then puts them up again in the spring just prior to the ré-
opening of the lighthouse. ——

Historic Photographic Display

Several historic maritime photographs have been mounted into
plain dark wooden frames, representative of the type of frames
used at the turn of the century, and hung at various locations in
the 1iving quarters of the lighthouse property.

Wood Shelving in '"Fishing' and "Life Saving Service' Rooms

The Historical Society has.acquired, by donation of a private
individual, old ship's planking which is being used to construct
wooden shelves in both the Fishing and Life Saving Service rooms.
These rooms are located upstairs on the second level where resto-
ration efforts are somewhat behind accomplishments completed on
the main floor of the living quarters. These shelves will contain
a variety of maritime artifacté, some of which have been donated
by local residents and are original property of the lighthouse and

life saving station from when it was active.



v

Three significantly valuable artifacts have been located and
acquired by the Historical Society and will be placed on display
in the Life Saving Service Room. A gass hook, used by servicemen
in the life saving boat to snag people from the water, mooring
alongside a troubled vessel, or for shoving off from another boat,
has been graciously donated for use in the lighthouse museum. This
gass hook is apbroximately sixteen feet in length. An oar about
12 feet long and a steering oar 20 feet long, both orignally from
a life saving vessel stationed at Sturgeon Point, have also been
given to the Society for display in this room.

Miscellaneous Educational/Interpretive Activities

The Historical Society was also able to purchase approximately
thirty books dealing with early Great Lakes pioneers, shipwrecks,
lighthouses, and other Great Lakes maritime historical accounts.
These books have been placed on the bookcase in the Marine Reading
Room and are available for review by visitors to the lighthouse.

Additionally, a mural was painted on the wall at the foot
of the stairs, showing an open door view into the base of the tower
of the lighthouse, including the iron spiral staircase. The U.S.
Coast Guard built a retaining wall to block entrance into the tower
from the living quarters. However, this was the original passway
used by the lightkeeper when going back and forth between the
lighthouse tower and the living quarters+ The artist's time to

paint this mural was donated as a gift to the Historical Society.
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3 #National
5§ Gypsum
=R Comipany

Cemant Division

September 28, 1983

- ° . : - e

Alcona Historical Society's
Sturgeon Point Lighthouse Museum L T
c/o Mr. Floyd C. Benghauser : ’

4028 Black River Road
Black River, MI '48721

Dear Sir:

The Vessel Department of National Gypsum has presented

to the Sturgeon Point Lighthouse Museum a steam deck ¥
winch from one of our Great Lake's vessels and one set "
of ballards from the Steamer J. &. W. Iglehart. The -3
value of these items as used ecuipment is $1,8500,.

I am loocking forwerd to visiting ycur museum,

Norman R. Mar
Fleet Engineser

NRM:eo

‘ | ;
Ford Avenue - Alpena, Michigan 45707 - 517 3544171
Manufacturers of Allentown and Huron cements
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THE STURGEON POINT LIGHTHOUSE was the scene of some pomp and ceremony Saturday as members of the Spruce VFW Post 6466 ded:cated a new. ﬂagpole

Gheen photo
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* by Bonnie Benghauser- - -

if you haven't noticed,
things are happening at the
lighthouse. We have had two
boys from the Emergency
Youth program assigned to

" .work four days a week scrap-

ing walls, painting, repairing
the chimney, etc.

Members of the community
have donated time and items
to complete the museum.
David Gauthier donated his
time to do the brickwark on
the chimney. The boys, Beng,
and Frank Tompkins built a
cap for the chimney to keep
" the weather and the birds out.

Bill Hanson volunteered his
time and equipment to mow
the lawn until his machine
broke down. Harold Lilly
finished the project.

Jane Buhl donated a tub
and wringer for the summer
kitchen, The Donald Nuifers
of Greenbush donated a wash-
board for the tub.

" Art Piper made the benches
for the library. The dining
room and kitchen curtains
were donated by the Black

River Ladies Group, the li- -

brary curtains by the Lester
Langes. The Presbyterian
Women's Association donated
two new broomns to the clean-
ing closet. .

Woody Moore  and Chuck
Fisher started painting the
upstairs rooms this week.
Ashford .Builders donated
their time laying forms.-and
cements: for the pads: on=the
grounds-for the outdoor :dis-

_ -plays, such as the rudder from

the ship- Marine City “that
burned - just=~north of "the

lighthouse.+

-

' Al ona Historical C
“Society is busy

Y

‘Richard. Moehl of Ann:,
Arbor donated notepaper,

- winter and summer scenes of

the lighthouse he had taken,
to the Historical Society to
sell.

Elsewhere, the Harrisville'
Girls Scout Troop and their
mothers, with Alexina Le-
Clair, cleaned up the Bailey
school and. yard in May. It is
open weekends or by appoint-
ment by calling the lefred~
Myers 736-8135.

Tom and Diane Carroll’

" donated a building i in Harris-.

ville to be used as a mini-
museum eventually. -~
Bill Carr, Society presi-
dent, called a board meeting
in June, at which time Ri-
chard Thompson of Spruce,
Tom Carroli of Harrisville,
ard Ray Koertge of Lineoln,
were appointed fo the ex-
panded board of directors.
Barbara Tait is busy with
preparations for the Straw-
berry Festival at Bailey
School on July 3rd from 2-4
p.m. Put this date on your
calendar to round out your
Fourth of July weekend.

Remember the

Poison Center

The Western Michigan Poi-
son Center wants to alert the
pubtic about the possibility of
arsenic poisoning- from somne
types of ant poisgns. The two
products most often involved
in cases treated by WMPC are -

Terro Ant Killer by Senoret
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